103 Iroquois Lane 
Liverpool, N, Y* 
l4^---Iro^ujoxs_Lane 
august 8, 1957 


Mr. Eric P. Neman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thanks a 10 6 for the Pine-Tree-Shilling necktie, which came to hand 
last month. I’ve by now worn i|i many times, and find that even 
non-collectors like it. In addition to its pleasant numismatic 
connotations, it is a beautiful tie. 

I had looked forward to our paths crossing this month, but it isn’t 
going to work out. We took our two weeks’ vacation during the regular 
alant shut down the first two weeks of July; spent most of the time 
on Big Moose Lake in the Adirondacks. During my third week (which I 
expect to take next month) toy wife and I plan to drive out to 
Eagle Grove Iowa and meet with my sister from Merrill Wis and 
see if we can get our aged parents moved out of their old home 
up to isconsin. When do you come east? 

It would be pleasant to hear from you re some of the Genet items in 
my last letter. 

Best regards. 


Verv truly yours. 




August 12, 1957 


Mr. Raymond K. Williamson 
103 I/frquoi s Lane 
Liverpool, New York 

Dear Sir: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of August 6, 1957* adressed to Mr. Eric F. 
Newman, 

Mr. Newman is ax ray on vacation and will return 
to the office in a week or ten days. Your 
letter will receive his attention at that time. 


Very truly yours. 


Secretary to Mr. Newman 



103 Iroquois Lana 
Liveroool, N. Y. 
Sept 1, 1957 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Now he tells me! 

Re "Coinage for Colonial Virginia", take a look at CCJ Vol 12 No. 1 
p 5: phares 0. Sigler on "The Coins of Colonial America -- Chaoter V, 
VIRGINIA." (Jan-Feb 1945) 

Just obtained a loose copy of this particular issue to fill in a 
blank. 

It is 

a shame that there isn’t a running index of numismatic 
publicationsV 

Just getting over 10 days’ walking pneumonia. 

Best regards. 


Very truly yours 
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JACOB I. COHEN (Bavaria 17kU-Phila,1823) came to Phils, 
in 1773 and served in the American Revolution. He moved 
to Richmond in 1780 and became a merchant and banker in 
partnership with Isaiah Isaacs (the first Jew in Virginia). 

The firm of Cohen & Isaacs obtained a receipt for 6 f specie 
from Daniel Boone for staking out land in Kentucky. Cohen 
moved to Phila. in 1806. He left his wealth principally 
to the seven children of his deceased younger brother,' 

Israel I.Cohen (Bavaria 1750-Richmond 1803). 

In 1808 the widow and six sons and a daughter of 
Israel I.Cohen moved to Baltimore. 

Jacob I.Cohen, Jr. (1790-1869) oldest son set up banking 
house of Jo I.Cohen, Jr. & Bros, in Baltimore. 

Philip I. Cohen (1793-1852) served in V«iar of 1812. 

Mendes I.Cohen (1796-1879) served in War of 1812 , entered 
banking business of brothers after war. Retired in 182? 

went up the Nile and collected antiquities, etc. 

Benj. I.Cohen (1798-18U5), banker 

Joshua I. Cohen (1801-1870) youngest son, physician, collected 
Judaica, prof, of aiaerology, collected Colonial ney. 

David I. Cohen (I 8 OO-I 8 I 4 . 7 ) founder of Baltimore Stock Exchange 


Courcet Jewish Encyclopedia 


10 / 18/61 
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JACOB I. COHEN (Bavaria 17UU-Phila.l823) came to Phila. 
in 1773 and served in the American Revolution, He moved 
to Richmond in 1780 and became a merchant and banker in 
partnership with Isaiah Isaacs (the first Jew in Virginia). 

The firm of Cohen & Isaacs obtained a receipt for 6f specie 
from Daniel Boone for staking out land in Kentucky. Cohen 
moved to Phila. in 1806. He left his wealth principally 
to the seven children of his deceased younger brother, 

Israel I.Cohen (Bavaria 1750-Richmond 1803). 

In 1808 the widow and six sons and a daughter of 
Israel I.Cohen moved to Baltimore. 

Jacob I.Cohen, Jr. (1790-1869) oldest son set up banking 
house of J. I.Cohen, Jr. « Bros, in Baltimore. 

Philip 1. Cohen (1793-1852) served in War of 1812. 

Mendes I.Cohen (1796-1879) served in War of 1812, entered 
banking business of brothers after war. Retired in 1829 
and went up the Mile and collected Egyptian antiquities, etc. 

Benj. I.Cohen (1798-18U5 ), banker 

Joshua I. Cohen (1801-1870) youngest son, physician, collected 
Judaica, prof, of minerology, collected Colonial paper money. 

David I* Cohen (l800-l8ii?) founder of Baltimore Stock Exchange 


Source: Jewish Encyclopedia 
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CABLE ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 



AUDUBON 6-3030 


The-American Numismatic-Society 


(FOUNDED I85S • INCORPORATED 1885] 


Broadway- between • 1 5 5 th • an d i 5 6 th • Sts- 


New York- 32 .N.Y. 


March 1, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


About a year ago you said you had an item for Museum 


Notes. In th e next several months we plan to prepare for the press 
what we have in hand for the next issue. Why don't you send on the 
article you had in mind ? 


Sincerely yours, 



Sawyer McA. Mosser 
Executive Director 


SMMrRMg 






March 3, 1961 


Mr, Sawyer McA. Mosser 
The American Numismatic Society 
^roadway at l£6th Street 
New York 32, New York 

Dear Mr. Mosser* 

I am in a position to write for the Museum Notes, 
additional information on the coinage for Colonial 
Virginia which has developed since your publication 
of my monograph. The new taaterial was assembled 
because people read the monograph and were kind 
enough to send in to me the adcitions which they 
were able to discover. It will involve a couple 
of plates and a short article. 

I could write up a major variety which has never 
been published of the 1688 l/2l;th real plantation 
piece in tin. This would have American interest 
and would not be difficult for me to do because all 
of the information is at hand, including pictures. 

Tha'k you for asking me to contribute and let me 
know your wishes. 


Binderely yours, 

ERIC P.NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


By_ 


Eric P. Newman 

President 


EPN/atb 




The-American-Numismatic Society 

(FOUNDED 1858 • I N CORPORATED I 865) 

Broadway-between 1 55 th -and-1 5 6 th -Sts- 

New-York-32,NY. 


March 8, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you very much for your kindness in writing to Mr. 
Miller about the question he asked me concerning Machin's Mills. 

We would welcome the receipt of the material you say you 
could work up for Museum Notes. Whenever it is convenient for you 
to do so, please send the manuscripts and pictures to us. 

With best regards, 


Sincerely yours 


Sawyer McA. Mosser 




Executive Director 


SMM :RMg 



March 2 3, 1961 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 Albertson 
Long Island, Mew York 

Dear Dick* 

”atb" is glad that you missed her. She enjoys our coin 
correspondence as much as I do except that we both would 
prefer your formal stationery. 

As to the Virginia coinage, I want to follow your recommenda¬ 
tion and use the Sheldon 8 point scale and would appreciate 
your checking your clients inventories and the pieces you 
handled to help arrive at rarity ratings. I am retaining 
the No. l£ for one of the pieces you discovered because I 
am not certain that it was intended to have a period after 
date. It looks more like an injury to the die. 

I am very pleased that the picture of Ryder 38 is avail¬ 
able although you did not send me one and I an looking 
forward to the clearance from your client to publish the 
picture . 

I agree with you that photos and descriptions of all Vermont 
varieties would be wonderful and I believe photos of all 
of them exist which would be very worth while publishing. 

On April £, twenty shoe men are descending on me from England 
and I think it is impractical to have you come at that time. 
It looks as though it would be better to have you come after 
the Houston Convention. 

Please accept my thanks for all your cooperation in our 
mutual ventures and I am sorry I cannot control ray time 
well enough to let you come when you want. 

Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


CABLE ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 


’NUMISMA" NEW YORK 



AUDUBON 6-3030 


The-American-Numismatic Society 

(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 

Broadway-between 155 th - and 156 th -5ts- 

New-York-32,NY. 


May 2, 1961 


Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

It is difficult for me to express an intelligent opinion on 
the question of one versus four plates for your Virginia supplement 
article without seeing the article and know the details. I cannot well 
judge whether the convenience of having all of the material presented 
is worth the extra cost of having such repetition. 

In general, our policy has been to be liberal in the amount 
of illustration provided in our publications. However, we must take 
care that this liberal policy does not become one of unnecessary 
waste. In the past five years the costs of our plates have nearly 
doubled. At the moment, the cost of producing a plate is around $35. 00. 
This does not include costs of photography and other costs in pre¬ 
paring the copy to send the plate-maker. 


Sincerely yours, 



Sawyer Me A. Mosser 
Executive Director 


SMMrRMg 




P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 


hard £'PicL i 


p.s. May t keep the MS, or must you have it back???? 



A.N.A. 


A.N.S, 



SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S., 
CQLGNIAL AND STATE COINS 


May 17, 1961 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


le cefi 
tinned an 


te 


then 

t 22% 
ctancy 

. I say 


Dear Eric: 

Thanks for tn letter (?) and MS. After reading it, T've come to a sin 
conclusion, and that ife that the RM was anything but haphazard. You me 
an roximafce figure of 672,000 pieces being made. After that you mentio 
the average Life of a pair of dies woula be about 30,500 boseu upon the va 

. 

at that time, the life expectancy of a pair of dies was about 30,000 coins 
v. e should divide into the amount expected to be coined, ano fine the a oun 
des that they might nave prepared. Using these figures, we would get abo 
pairs which wouldn't work out. Frankly, I don’t know what trie life 
was at that time, bub assuming that it was about 30,000, 3 would assume tn^t 
either 23 or perhaps 2k or even 25 pairs of dies were prepared in acvance. 
t ;is because we don't find any of these coins with any severe die break? tnat 
w uid normally occur if the pair were used to tnc limit. Now, in using the tab e 
that ysu prepared, I find that we have only 20 reverse dies and 21 obverse dies, 
omitting the RM reverse as well as the so called shilling, (note tne error in 
your text). Lo kina at it logically, if you were tnere at the time tnat the coma 
was being started, you would know about low many pieces, or, about how many pounds 
of metal were to be used, ano would decide on about how many pairs of oies to 
prepare for the coinage. I don't think that they would be so exact as to say 
that the life of the dies divided into the amount to be coinec would 
224, or 23, or even 2k* Tt is very probable that they fi 
need about 25 pairs of dies, which is a nice round figure 
that we've almost approached. I now have r cords on on by 
varieties (including yours) plus . y own stock and sales r 


justed 
rarity 
1. we 
series 


exactly 
that they would 

which is a figure 
collections of die 
s, which were aa- 
tain 


sales made to any of these collections. There is a certain degree of 
fference, ana I feel that this can be accounted or by a few possibilities, 
mit know how many machines were used at one time in orcier to proouce this 
If it was more than one, w< can assume that after the days work, 
v ore remove*. ro; c.i. presses, ano locked up until tnc : olio wing aay- »*ork 
That would account for various combinations, if tne same dies we 
sane combinations the next day. Also, if these dies were kept 
,'ust the number of pairs taken out wnen production started fo. u 
presses were being used, it is conceivable that 


'often, wi fhout r< < rc a- to using any one set of dies to its 'u blest c 
, rqpv things might have interfered with production in those days, that 


ation of dies on 
can lead to all s 


hort 

of p< 


iuce a rar 
ies on this score 


coir 


dies 

.arted. 
not used in tne 
kept all in one place, and 
i for the day for as many 
could be taken every so 
icity. So 
lew comb in¬ 
's nation today. Lua ination 


- 2 - 


. r ’ ,i ’' ce our intercontinental transportation at that time was limited to sailing 
snms, and, since it was not too infrequent that ships went down, it is not in- 
conceivable to be lie v^tot* ^entire run may nave been destroyed in such manner, 
thus accounting "or the A ?ull number of probable pairs of dies, when it comes to 
spending the governments money, I don't think that the powers involved v.ouid «ay 
that we need exactly ?2b pairs of cies. I feel that they would be more inclined 
t'~ sa 7 that we need about 25 pairs. If this turns out to be true, we car look 
forward to about k-5 more reverses being discovered as well as h obverse, this 
count depending upon the use tnat tne RM die was supposed to have served. Now 
t ra ity. Here are the figures based upon the known examples in the collections 


mentioned above: 

1-A ii 

7-D 

8 

21-N 

0 

2-E 

0 

8-h 

9 

22-S 

9 

3-F 

8 

9-B 

10 

23-Q 

13 

h-G 

6 

10-W 

5 

23-R 

5 

h-0 

7 

11-D 

l 

2U-K 

20 

U-P 

3 

12-W 

l 

25-m 

20 

5-B 

3 

15-D 

l 

26-Y 

11 

5-z 

h 

20-X 

7 

27-J 

Hi 

6-X 

7 

20-N 

7 




In addition to the above, the AN3 reported to me that they have a 9-H ana 2’7-S. 

This was over th telephone, and Henry Gruntnal was just reading the die varieties 
that someone had nut on the boxes. I'm very much inclined to believe tnat the 
9-H is actually a 9-B or 8-H, and that the 27-S is either 22-S or 27-J. However, 

1 can't say for certain until T nave the opportunity to get up there ana check. 

There are still a few' people who haven't answrered my request for a record of their 
holdings, but, I feel that this is a sufficient amount upon which to base a rarity 
table, after the fact that some new ones^are only recently discovered and are un¬ 
nub Lisned can be assumed to be duplicated. Vfe must also take into consideration that 
the 1-A is the so cal ed penny, anu has bee a nonalar anc long saught after coin, 
and the true rarity is probably reflected by the amount shown above. I wouldn't a 
care say that for any of the others, sines the attribution has only been available 
for a short time, and the plates for tne attribution haven't been good enough to 
make oosibive identification for the average collector. However, it does show tnat 
the no period ty-e is k£±jj± definitely scarcer than tne period. None of .Hie col¬ 
lections q eried showed a 2-E or 21-N. '//here diu you fine them? 7 nave not had the 
time to canvass any museums. These arc all from private collections, anc from the 
records that some collectors kept as to the specimens seen ffem certai dealers. 

The collectors canvassed were: Keller, Craige, Vlack, Barnsley, Newman(you). Plus 
ANS. Vlack rave me a list of an annonymous collector plu: mew tnat Renaell 

had, and Graige gave me notes on pieces that he had seen from .Vass, Frates, Mooney, 
Geiger, Hoch, McKinney, Harbin, Strauss, Pukall, Kreisberg, N.N. k Schuiman. Keller 
also told me of various pieces tnat he was able to examine. They all appear in the 
. ... satisfaction that none were duplicated. 

After all this, frankly, 1 woult like to wait a good deal longer before p lblishing 
a rarity scale, because I feel tnat we sh ale still discover a few more cies, as well 
as a good many more nieces of known dies that would make this a lot more definitive. 
However, it's now in your hands, and yo can do as you see fit. I plan bo re-write 
for tne some information to the same collectors, as well as to tnose t at didn't as 
yet answer, plus to any others that T may hear of, and keen a file on aiL know spec¬ 
imens, and perhaps in about a year on so, will have something really worthwhile. I'm 
also going to uo this for- th Fugio series. But, before 1 start any of that stuff, 
I> m going to get some sleep. That did yo think of tne photo-copy T sent of theianew 
note? 'vhere do we stand with a trade? '.Vhat else is nu???? 

Kindest regards, Sincerely, 

iz *■'— 





P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-0763 




May 18, 1961 


Dear Eric: 


A fev afterthoug ts: X 1. Since official weight is 116.7 gr, ana as nor Boreley’s 
descriptions and actual findings, how accurate is 672,000 pieces based upon weight? 

2. Can’t a complete set of slates (better printed) be included in this work? It 
is v r -ry difficult to work with the existing plates, anc the cescriptions are pretty 
vague, and especial y difficult to use when checking coins in a sale or at a shop,etc. 

3. Before public? b on, il< n ’ t it bo a goo Ld« i to give some thought to pos¬ 
sibly improving upon the descriptions as well? 

Now that the conventions are over, as soon as d get my backlogged mail out of the 
way, T hope to be able to put more time to this project (if there’s any Left) as 
well as to the Fugio rarities. 

Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 



P.S. Is a trip east in tne books for you? 
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From the Bourse Table of 

Metropolitan Coin Company 

3012 Joshua Road 
Lafayette Hill 4, Pa. 





1961 ANA Convention, August 16 - 19, Atlanta, Ga. 


Courtesy of Numismatic News, Iola, Wisconsii 





MAYFAIR 1-D763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. 
COLONIAL AND STATE CGIf 


INQUIRIES 

RESPECTFULLY INVITED 


May 25, 1961 


Dear Eric: 

Thanks for the letter. T thought that you just wanbee the figures, and that 
you would make uo the table using whatever other additional info you alight 
have. You must have some, since you record the existence of 2-E & 21-N, and 
T can’t seem to locate anyone who has a specimen, not even you, because you 
noted the specimens that you owned on my master sheet. In any event, I worked 
out a scale, which most orobably will have to be redone after wo have more info. 
After all we were able to examine 185 specimens, out of a probable 672,000 
coined, which is .000275 A of the entire coinage. This is a very small sampling 
indeed. However, using the 185, and based unon 26 combinations, the average 

per combination is a little over 7. Usi g that (7-8) as the miceLe rarity, 

I assigned rarity numbers to all xhkkx varieties, based upon those that are 
now known to me. I couldn't possibly use the Sheldon population basis because 
we haven't seen nearly enough nieces. The only exce tion to the number seen 
equaling rarity basis is the 1-A. The reason I kept this high is that it has 
always been consicered a rare coin, and though I can account for only 4 here, 
and can probably account for another half cozen or so amongst collectors who 
do not collect Vi rginias by varieties, it has always been sought after, and, 
in this search, a good many more than the 185 that I've examined were seen. 

In this scale, 11-15 pieces seen is e .n to rarity 2, and just because - can 

account for about 11 of these pieces overall, doesn't mean that it's as common 
as tne regular nieces of which I've only seen 11-15• I feel certain that the 
11-0,12-1 ly 15-D will drop from tne R.7 rating, but, at this point, 

j have no alternative but to assig those ratings. As a matter of fact, I'm 
convinced that there will have to be quite a ew changes in the future. 

T called ANS and asked Henry to try to ch tw vari Les. .led me 

Pack in about an sour, and told me that he just coulon't 00 it. fhey looked 
alike to him. T 'll just, have to get up there myself, but, at this point 


LI 


How- 


t don't know how soon it can be. I've been keel pretty busy right mere, 

ever, it's a pretty good bet that they are not new combinations, just a slip of 

the pencil. 

The fact that new plates are not going to be publishedis_going to leve quite a 

few people disappointed, as the existing set is very difficult to use. mis can 

be proven by Henry's inability to check the two coins mentioned above. Would it 
be possible for you to make up plates, such as the Fugio set you sent to me some 
time ago. T feel certain that there would be enough people interested in pur- 

_ ■ ■ 

Firmest regards. 



Sincerely, 


P. □. BOX 366 ALBERTSDN 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
MAYFAIR 1-D763 


S,'fx.ickarcl 9icbe: 


Called John f^ord, and tried to get a list of the Boyd 
doesn't have it, and can't get it. Tf you have notes 
corr>ornte it here, and then let me have them as well. 


holdings, but, ne 
on it, please in- 
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The-American-Numismatic-Society 


(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 


Broadway-between !55 th -and-i 5 6 th Sts 


New York-32,N.Y. 


July 12, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Let me acknowledge with thanks the article on Additions 


to Coinage for Colonial Virginia sent with your letter of June 13th. 
We are happy to have it for our issue of Museum Note s X. 


In connection with the copy for the plate, it seems to me 


that the prints might be improved a little to bring about a more 
uniform tone. Do you have the negatives? If so, could you lend them 
to us ? 


Sincerely yours, 



Sawyer Me A. Mosser 
Executive Director 


SMMrRMg 






July lii, 1961 


Mr. Sawyer McA . Mosser, Executive Director 

American Numismatic Society 

Broadway between l5£th and l£6th Sts. 

New York 32, New York 

Dear Sir: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
July 12. 

Mr. Newman is away on his vacation and your letter 
will be brought to his attention upon his return 
to the office. 


Very truly yours, 


Mrs.Ann Barrett 
Secretary to Mr. Newman 
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5,7 Virginia. 1773. Halfpenny. No period offer GEORGIVS; 7 strings to harp New¬ 
man 4-G. Choice Unc. Toned a light olive-red, the obv. with a smal black 
spot. Advanced die failures: Obv. rusted and well worn; rev. heavily bulged at 
crown. Ex Dr. Hall, Brand colls. ($ 12 . 50 ) 

co Similar Newman 4-0, 6-X, 20-N and 22-S. Four different varieties of the 
Halfpenny, representing 3 diff. subtypes: With period after GEORGIVS, having 
7 and 8 strings to harp; Without period after GEORGIVS, 7 strings to harp. 
Fine to Very Fine. 4 Pcs. M nlnts ($23 ' 50) 

_ We might note here that reverses N and Z are transposed on Newman s plate. -- 

" 5$ '“Unpublished variety of Virginia Halfpenny. 1773. New obverse and reverse dies 
entirely different from any listed by Newman. Until he assigns different 
designations, we will call this variety 10-AA; full description below. Type 
without period after GEORGIVS and with 8 strings to harp. Strictly Fine; 


— 50 " 


patch of red patina and a rough spot or so at lower obv., an edge bruise at 
l o clock. Of extreme rarity, only one other known to us (the Dr. Hall, Brand 
coin we sold to a prominent collector), though many halfpennies have been 
examined. Found in England. Plate ($25.00) 

w±?° rS At oul ^r, wr ri> te i the f ° llowin 9 description of the new variety into their copies of 
onnoT,?p |if? V w‘ ?' S o an D e * betv ? een c J enters of P er '0ds 26/64". Third I of III low. Nose 
fip?H= c f R u ? Ust ■?' s m die ver V close b elow GEO(RGIVS); a few others in 

sLr K Somewhat similar to Rev. Z. Letter V low, tilts right; first I recut, extra 

branch tnHc !?' ^ ec 5 nd } J ea / l! > r- almost touches branch; N almost touches 

vp?bcnilv L Pn f d J rf L o tlp °-A flrst L Leaf ends under r - end of I. foot of A. Lions 
hfnnPP xJ n ^i | ne ^ U M ‘i k f ^. ev '- Z , not d ult e equally spaced; third one about touches 
ntPP h A T u d P Qra| lel to horizontal divider. Period after 3 slightly above center. Period 
after A above center. Die flaw joins I. circlet (at base point of shield) to border. 

Similar Halfpennies. Period after GEORGIVS; 7 strings to harp. Newman 2^K. 

A lustrous light red and olive Unc., resembling a first-strike. ($13.50) 
Duplicate Pale red Uncirculated, showing some gray colored tarnish, chiefly on 
the high spots. ($12 50) 

Second \/irginia Ha^penny, Newman 4-0 (this one from perfect dies). Also, 
, SS ‘ Ryder 2 b -A (the famous Horned Eagle variety) . Fine to 

VF, the last attractive. 2 Pcs. 50 ) 



SALE NUMBER 51 

TO BE SOLD AT 

PUBLIC AUCTION SALE 

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 19, 1958 

A FINE OFFERING OF 

COLONIAL AND EARLY AMERICAN COINS 

including 

Massachusetts Silver; 5 Sols of 1670; Wood’s Amer. & Irish Series; 

A SPLENDID GROUPING OF CONNECTICUT CENTS, 

Many Rare, several Uncirculated; mostly ex Dr. Hall, Brand 

THE NON VI VIRTUTE VICI CENT; BOTH RARE NOVA EBORAC CENTS 

and other important K[ew Y or\ pieces; 

State Coinages; Continental Dollars, Fugio Varieties 

INIMICA TYRANNIS AMERICANA — CONFEDERATIO 

THE DISCOVERY SPECIMEN AND FINEST KNOWN OF THIS GREAT RARITY, 
plus 

A Large Offering of Washingtonia, the 1792 Getz Half Dollar included, 
and 

A MARYLAND CONSIGNMENT OF U. S. COINS 

featuring 

AN EXCEPTIONAL 1799/98 CENT; TWO 1856 FLYING EAGLES, 
other minor items 

The 1875 Trime in Proof; Miscellaneous Silver, including a 

1894 “S” DIME 

THE ONLY KNOWN AUTHENTICATED EXAMPLE FROM CIRCULATION! 

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 20, 1958 

The Continuation of 

A MARYLAND CONSIGNMENT 

Half Dollars, among them the 1795 with Three Leaves; 

Silver Dollars, including 1802/1 B-9a, the 1851 Restrike Proof; 

Commemoratives, with 6 Popular Hawaiian Halves; also an 1895 Proof Set! 
UNITED STATES GOLD COINS 

66 GOLD DOLLARS WITH ALL THE RARE PHILADELPHIA DATES, 

AN 1854 “S” QUARTER EAGLE 

46 THREE DOLLARS GOLD, INCLUDING THE ’73 RESTRIKE, 
other Rarities £s? Proofs 

A COMPLETE GOLD PROOF SET OF 1888; PANAMA-PACIFIC SET IN COPPER FRAME 

THE 1851 HUMBERT “TRANSITIONAL” FIFTY DOLLAR SLUG 

OTHER PIONEER COINS; 2 ROUND CALIFORNIA DOLLARS; ADDITIONAL AMERICAN MATERIAL 
including 

TOKENS, SO-CALLED DOLLARS; A SMALL OFFERING OF CURRENCY; 

ANCIENT AND MODERN GOLD, SILVER AND MINOR COINS 
Ethiopian, German New Guinea Sets; A South African Proof Set of 1892; 
lastly, 

A EUROPEAN LOT OF U. S. HALF CENTS; 

1831 Original Unc., 1832, 33, 36, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 49, 57 Original Proofs 

UNITED STATES LARGE CENTS 1839-1857; 

1841, 44, 46, 48, 49, 52, 55, 57 (3) Proofs, Several Unlisted. 


Each Evening, Promptly at 7:15 o’clock P.M. 

O. RUNDLE GILBERT, Auctioneer 

IN THE AIR-CONDITIONED "VANDERBILT ROOM" OF 

THE HOTEL ROOSEVELT 

Madison Avenue at 45th Street New York City, N. Y. 

Copyright © 1958 by 

NEW NETHERLANDS COIN CO., INC. 

1 WEST 47th ST. NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

CHARLES M. WORMSER, Pres. JOHN J. FORD, JR., Associate 
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Reoently I came accroas a Virginia which I beleive is a new 
variety. The following is a description: 

Obverse: a) 27/64 from one dot to another; bi) No period; 
c) 3rd I of III low; d) REX very low (almost entirely 
below nose level, crowding last dot to bust). 

Reverse: 8 string harp; V is low, sloping to the right. 

2nd- Leaf ends opposite left 

tip of first I. Leaf ends close and opposite to right tip 
of left leg of A. A-“l*~w±d«. Shield lion very close to and 
almost touches shield. Dot after A slightly high and dot 
after 3 slightly high. 3 4-n dat* first cut too low touching 
shield, later recut much higher. I have sketched a drawing 
of this on an enclosed piece of paper. 

The reason that I did not send the revisions to Penny Whimsy 
was that Dorothy Paschal said she was going to publish 
a supplement. There is a considerable amount of new infor¬ 
mation in my catalog of Large Cents. 

I read your book on the Good Samaritan Shilling and enjoyed 

it very much. 
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ThE'America^IIumismatic Society 

Broadway-between■ 155 th and i 5 6 th 5ts 
New York-32,NY. 


September 22, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Herewith, we are sending you 
the prints for your article in Museum 
Notes. We are also enclosing your nega¬ 
tives and the Virginia halfpenny, plus your 
original paste-up. 


Sincerely yours, 



Sec. to Mr. Mosser 
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August 22, 1961 


Mr.Sawyer McA.Mosser 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at l£6th Street 
New York 32,New York 

Dear Mr* Mosser! 

Your letter of July 12, 1961 arrived while I was in 
Africa. I just returned in time to go to the A.N.A. 
Convention and now am back home. 

I am sending you the negatives of all except two of 
the pieces illustrated on my plate and those two are 
on your negative £8-0839* I will have to add a new 
obverse and new reve rse to the plate as they came to 
my attention at the convention. I would also like 
to make some minor changes in the text. 

Would you be kind enough, therefore, to make approp¬ 
riate prints from my negatives for the new plate and 
also take pictures of both sides of the enclosed 
Virginia halfpenny for the addition. 

I will be glad to make up the new plate for you if 
you will send me prints which have the right color 
and the prints of the enclosed coin. I would also 
like the text of the article returned to me so that 
I can make the minor additions. I will return it 
all in a day or so after receipt. 

My very kindest personal regards. 

Cordially yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/afb 






The American 'Numismatic Soci ety 

(FOUNDED I85S • INCORPORATED 1865) 

Broadway-between • 155 th • and 1 5 6 th • 5 ts 

New York-32,N.Y. 


September 20, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Your letter of September 15th addressed to Mr. Mosser, 
has been referred to me. Mr. Mosser attended the International 
Numismatic Congress at Rome and will not return from Europe 
until the middle of October. 


Before he left he turned over to me the negatives to be 
printed, and the Virginia halfpenny to be photographed for your 
article in MN. These will be sent to you the latter part of the week 
so that you can make up the new plate. Your article is now in the 
hands of the printer; however, you can make changes when you 
receive galley proof. 

When you have finished the other article, why not send 
it on, and if possible, we will include it in the NOTES. 


Sincerely yours, 


LJ 


Rose Mangini 
Sec. to Mr. Mosser 



October U, 1961 


American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 155th Street 
New York 32, New York 

Gentlemen: 

Using the prints which you were kind enough to have made 
with proper coloring, I have remade the plate for my 
article entitled "Additions to Coinage for Colonial 
Virginia" and enolose the same herewith. 

I have not as yet received the text for correction but 
am looking forward to receiving it at an early date. If 
the type has not been set, please advise me as I could 
make the changPS which I previously mentioned before the 
type is set if you wish to return the text. 

I believe I will need about 35 to 50 reprints of this 
article and would like to inquire how many reprinus I 
would receive normally without charge and'what the 
charge would be for the balance. 

Thank you for your usual cooperation. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


brie P • Newaai , President 
Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society 


CABLE ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 


"NUMISMA" NEW YORK 



AUDUBON 6-3030 


The-American-NumismaticSociety 

(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 

Broadway-between 155 th and 156 th -5ts 

Hew-York-32, N.Y. 


October 6, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letters of October 
4th, plus the two plates for your articles in Museum Note s. 

These will be called to Mr. Mosser's attention when he 
returns from Europe. 

As I mentioned to you in my letter of September 20th, your 
article is in the hands of the printer in Gliickstadt. As yet, we have 
not received galley proof, but, as soon as we do we shall send it on 
to you and you can then make your corrections. 

You will receive twenty-five reprints of your article 
without charge. Let us know how many extra reprints you will want. 


Sincerely yours, 






Rose Mangini ' 
Sec. to Mr. Mosser 



October 18, 1961 


Colonial Williamsburg 
WiIliamsburg, Virginia 

Gentlemen: 

On page 17 of the I960 President's Report I note 
that you have illustrated a 1773 Virginia half¬ 
pence. Apparently you have used information which 
I wrote up in my monograph, "Coinage for Colonial 
Virginia". 

Within two weeks I an submitting a manuscript for 
publication entitled "Additions to Coinage for 
Colonial Virginia" and I would like to know if 
there is any new information concerning the 
Virginia coinage which you may have turned up 
from the archaeological excavations. X plan to 
include the find of the halfpence under the dis¬ 
mantled remains of the Anthony Hay residence. 

Twill appreciate your prompt cooperation. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


Eric ?. Newman, President 
BRIO P. SB AS HI ' I 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


TheAmericam s 1Sumjs«atic;5ociety 


Broadway between 155 th and156 th 5ts 


New York-32,NY. 


October 19, 1961 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Herewith, we are sending you two 
sets of proofs for your article in Museum 
Notes X. Will you please check for any 
errors you may find and return one set to 
us with corrections and the additions you 
wished to make. 


Sincerely yours, 


Rose Mangim 
Sec. to Mr. Mosser 



end. 
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In I960 tjia archaeologists, in excavating the site of 


the residence and outbuildings of Anthony Hay ^located in 


Williamsburg? found a Virginia halfpence under the dismantled 




■^JLl SUtjL ^ "t&JL 
remains of the residence^ 

Zi still standing in 1775 whenVirginia halfpence were introduced 


into circulation. 


(3) 




(^3 ) The President’s Report, I960, Colonial Williamsburg, p. 17 










13 


T 


30^ Middle I of III slightly nearer I on 
left than I on right. Period slightly 
nearer I than R. All letters widely 
spaced. Continuation of upright of R 
of REX would fall entirely on the front 
of the nose adjacent to the tip. Dia¬ 
meter through point of left leaf of 
three top leaves would almost touch 
right side of S. 


T Leaf ends opposite turn tew awd- right 

ei4e of upright of I. R should tilt 
farther to right. Leaf ends close to 
and opposite right end of left base 
of A. Third I parallel to horizontal 
divider. 


13 


With eight Hfik sP 



13 3oi 

13 30i 


T 

T 


13 30i Middle I of III slightly nearer I on T 

left than I on right. Period slightly 
nearer I than R. All letters widely 
spaced. Continuation of upright of R 
of RE1 would fall entirely on the front 
of the nose adjacent to the tip. Dia¬ 
meter through point of left leaf of 
three top leaves would almost touch 
right side of S. 


Leaf ends opposite center and right 13 

side of upright of I. R should tilt 

farther to right. Leaf ends close to 

and opposite right end of left base 

of A. Third I parallel to horizontal 

divider. 




Bear Mr. Newnut 


Thank you for the Virginia Coinage apendix 
with you kind dedication. I am quite pleased 
to have recieved it. I'm sorry I did not get 
to see you in Detroit but as a rule conventions 
2 re a little nerve racking, so I spent 
time vacationing in the Bahamas. Droni what ./al¬ 
ter tells me I might have done better there 
though. 

Iynn 



October 19, 1961 


American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at l£6th Street 
New York 32, New York 

Gentlemen: 

I am returning herewith the two items you 
were kind enough to send me in accordance 
with my recent request and I will appreciate 
it if you will give me the description or 
comment in the John W. Ilaseltine Sale of 
January 21, i860 with respect to Lot 713* 

I need this in connection with an item I am 
. writing for the NOTES. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC . NEWHAN 


EPN/atb 



ADDITIONS TO COINAGE FOR CQLQNIAL VIRGINIA 
by Erio P. Newman 


a/^a ys 

A classification of a series of coins^suiraulates numismatists 

Se.fi k- 

to unlisted dies and combinations. When the varieties of 

( 1 ) 

Virginia halfpence were first published in 19$6 it was sug¬ 
gested that readers communicate their findings to the author. 

A sufficient number of unlisted die varieties have been located 
so that a supplement seems timely. 

The number of obverse production dies has been increased from 
Q 2- -jUa^ 

17 to 2-3^ t3wree of the four new varieties being those without a 

period after GEORGIVS in the legend. The number of reverse pro- 

Xj ct^jl 

duction dies has been increased from 20 to the new variety 

having *1 strings in tne narp. The total number of combinations has 

/ a - / A 

increased from 22 to ps' 9 but reverse die RM has not yet been found 
in any combination. These statistics do not include the 177k 
Virginia halfpence in silver (p.37). Since a total of approximately 
672,000 Virginia halfpence were struck (p. kO) the average pro¬ 
duction from a pair of dies seems to have been about coins 

on the basis of the dies now known. Since major die breaks and 
die deformities are found on Virginia halfpence the dies must 

have been retired after showing any readily noticeable damage. 

In the 1926 monograph archeological evidence of the actual 
circulation of Virginia halfpence by their discovery in worn con¬ 
dition in the course of excavations in the restoration of Williamsburg 
was pointed out (p.33), but no early written confirmation of circu¬ 
lation had then been found. However, in a pamphlet entitled On Monies , 
Going, Weights, and Measures, published in 






Philadelphia in 1789 Virginia halfpence are specifically listed 
as being found in circulation. The author of the pamphlet was 
John Beale Bordley who at the time of its publication lived in 
Wye Beach, Maryland and often visited nearby Philadelphia to visit 
his wife’s family. This pamphlet is the first American ^treatise on 
copper coin" as Bordley described it. In it he listed the weight 

of Virginia halfpence as 120 grains which is slightly more than the 

(? Hi) 

official weight of 116.7 grains. Since many Virginia halfpence 
weigh 120 grains the reliability of Bordley’s comments is con¬ 
firmed. He also mentioned Nova Constellatio coppers, genuine English 
halfpence, Birmingham halfpence, French, Dutch, and Spanish coppers 
as having been weighed and checked by him. Although he listed the 

weight of New Jersey coppers as determined by the New York committee 

( 2 ) 

report of March 5, 1787, he did not list them as coins he checked 
from circulation. Ee omitted any reference to Connecticut or Vermont 
coppers or Massachusetts cents and half cents. He thus reported 
copper coin in circulation in his native Maryland and its vicinity 
and by so doing has shown that the circulation of Virginia half¬ 
pence had spread into areas surrounding Virginia by 1789. 

The Cohen hoard of over 2^00 Virginia halfpence in uncirculated 

CP' 34) 

red condition^can now be traced back to Dr.Joshua P. Cohen,M.D., 

(3) 

of Baltimore who began to collect coins and currency in 1828 
and whose collection passed by inheritance to his son, Col. 

Mendes I. Cohen. 


( 2 ) 

(3) 


Syl oon ter S * Grosby > Early Coins of America,(Boston, 1875) 
p • 2 90 * 

Prooeedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society 
( os ton, 1871) Vol. 11, p. I 03 j Catalogue of the John W. 
Haseltxne Saxe held January 21, 1880, Lot 713. 


- 2 - 


U) 

It has been suggested in the review of Coinage for 
Colonial Virginia and elsewhere that the rari'ty of the various 
combinations would be welcome. A sufficient number of specimens 

has now been examined to do so. The many varieties found in the 

•X£S 

Cohen hoard, has resulted in uncirculated specimens being mere 

CKAs 

common tfetta worn specimens. The varieties with a period after 
GEORGIVS. are about 1-1/2 times more numerous than those without 
it. Variety 1-A, often improperly referred to as the Virginia 
penny because of its greater weight and diameter (p.UO), composes 
less than 2 per cent of the total of known halfpence. 

The scarcity scale with a range of eight points was 
used in the preparation of the following table indicating the 
relative scarcity of the various varieties: 


m 



Combination Rarity 


mbination Rarity 


7- D 

8- H 

9- B 

10- W 

11- D 

12- W 

i r 

15-D 

20-N 

20-X 


U 

3 

3 

5 

7 

7 

* 

7 

U 


21- N 

22- S 

23- Q 
2 3-R 
2U-K 
2|? -M 

26- Y 

27- J 
RM 


3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

N. G* 


(li) Walter Breen, The Numismatist (Feb.19^7), Vol.70,p . 170 . 























A table of combinations of all known dies has been 
prepared in such a manner as to segregate the dies into their 
major types in columnar fashion and to show their interlocking* 


CABLE OF COMBINATIONS 



- 



















A description of the previously unlisted dies follows: 


6iiths of 
an inch 
between 
centers 
of 

periods 


27 


30 


30 


32 

32 

$1 


NEW OBVERSES 

WITH NO PERIOD AFTER GEOROIVS 


With 

Rev. 


Third I of III low. Continuation of W 

upright of R in RSX would clear under¬ 
side of nose. Final period barely 
clear of right side of X and very much 
closer to bust than to X. 

Center I of III slightly nearer I B 

to left than I to right. Period 
closer to I than to R. Last period 
slightly above center line of letters. 

Third I of III lower than other two. W 

R in GEORGIVS tilts left relative to 
adjacent G. R in REX tilts to left. 

Last period below center line of 
letters. 


WITH LOW PERIOD AFTER GEORGIVS„ 

An irregular period after S is on the 3) 

baseline of the letters instead of on 
the center line of the letters. This 
period may actually be only a die 

injury, axxxtoarir xtexkxxx&Tscxm. xacxxxkx 
x'xx x 2 m?xkaexacotxaartcx xtoraarac xy&cxxx&.xxj Second 

period closer 
to I than to R. S is not as close to 
12 o'clock position as first I of III 
whereas in Obverse 7(which is similar) 

S is nearer 12 o'clock than first I 
of III. 



NEW REVERSE 

WITH EIGHT STRING HARP 


Rev* 


V ia low and tilts to rights Th© 3 
in the date is recut, having first 
been punched so as to touch shield* 
Leaf ends opposite left tip of 
first I. Leaf ends close to and 
opposite right tip of left base 
of A* Third I parallel to horizontal 
divider. Period after 3 centered. 
Period after A higher than center 
line of letters* Two die breaks de¬ 
velop from border to left loop on 
bottom of shield. 


With 

Obv. 


10 

12 


-L- 



The illustrations accompanying these notes contain 
the following additions, clarifications and corrections to the 
plates originally published? 

Obverses 10, 11, 12 t and 1*> and ReverseJ|W are new. 

Obverses 6 and 9 and Reverses K, 0 and X are from better 
specimens than were originally available. 


Reverses N and Z were transposed on the original plate 
and are now properly Identified. 






(W 


yr#') 


(^) Obverse 10 and Reverse ¥ were described by Walter Breen 
as Lot $9 in the Catalogue of the^Sale No. £l, held 
June 19, 19S8. Richard Picker discovered WMHiNHK U 
three new obverse dies. 1 

/£ W /S — D * 



thU . a 

vfcm. 4- < ft fujAtk*. 


, 

**> 

I am grateful to Richard Picker for his helpfulness 
in both die variety study and rarity determination*, 


tl) 


'4^ (fche Eric P. Hewraan Numismatic Education 3oole^) li> w hfrch 
‘"fhe research for this article was undertakenpa 
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REVERSE § 


WITH & STRING HA.KP 


Special Features 


With 

Obi’. 


OBVERSES 


► WITH NO PERIOD AFTER GEOKGIVS 


Obv. 

No. 


of an inch 


Special features 


With 

Rtc 











' ■ ta iTf ft* e.JS^j 

- tsw-ino~ /*e a gfcUt*. /s>-?i 

.. r.: .i - ■ cc>! vsi,k*rz ma -”:r;. .t03 

so large *ti~: i, 1 1 >i real eMme as our -baudlug; is cow ap¬ 

praised ••;.: o. m when wo do this, we may .w<u? consider 
whether 'iic uddiiion of thirty <=t fifty »•, our u-smCu-M-mild 
tfot n-dt; u-« creater p})pdrl unity of doing Justice rfl t; e claims, 
cf r.Ji.-crc. as »’••!;. of fihlvemng pur «v.vti io.tcrybts mul pi<r* 
’>••>:!•:<•. the cdusc iu'« hicu '-re «ia assoedated. 

I'.f N*- ^evehu »uj£i£**tk*j>» y I leave ih,ft whole aaaftr.t ' 
vuth the Society; only- expressing, in inclusion; • the great 
g.mificativ!'. : t a fiords me to fmd so goodly a gathering hero 
this afternoon. 

Ti-e President announced as s gift to‘ the Jafcury from the 
government <«f Novi* Scoria, through ’ihutnps b. A.'ki'Sc, os'*,.. 
Commissioner of Records, a volume of public documents, en¬ 
titled, “/Selections from the Public Documents of the Province 
of Nova Scotia/’ 

The President read a rmmber of letters describing a valuable 
collection of Colonial and Continental currency, made by I>r. 
Joshua P. Cohen, of Baltimore ; who wishes to sell it, and who. 
asks *",.000 in One of the letters, that of Colonel Brantz 
•"Mayer. President, of the Maryland Historical-Society, here, 
follows;- — 


?>Ir oyAT- Ibia,—T have lately hna an* opportunity bi-exarnimng 
d.iV.ui’aid-v d-.c MjpiU-h C'-Heeii-.'! formed by Dr, Joshua-P. CY-hen, »f this 
daring-ifc«* saM !‘Uiy yen. 3 , of the Gvbihvd ami early Ounth^Mid 
<>>• <..i, .■•;'•■;.•,••. :-d (htrr».in of y.irtk Amcti'uu Tin® large a®£«whi«ge 
of tlir:- '-ir/',!" : emtiour- . early. Pr;-,! t/:o>t*itnd xyet -view, com- 

pot> i ••/.' '.■- n'.b - ;;f *• w<ot: railed) put forth W the 

Ibiur.h » vb'.-fies ja faienba TefoVt.-and-after the dedaration. of imle- 
cee uy \ru il'as’-y tb.'-Cdtuieeunvl f'engv: ;,' from. iotlj of May, 
17?«, :e the last .w»c, +>*, :kt- 14th January, »77u. 

i*-l ivc n M -:ri‘>e the sets' tvdilt a .little aaur detail, lid- The 
iu: ••:./• •* r.i jyly > 1 <•/■•” — being ’•• ■ ,' ; 

VCobrMfCom ox'te. • U •.••uhiace? !<".:■ r, .-i. ^ k 

:u *< >:< dj.-ir "f <- •• !.’!/:> e g, h> 

• '. ■ 

• b-b. ' tab ••>•!•/ :?r.i :c ■“ : * --iacy spccmievs 



m 


;.•»>tcjioa '. octet ? 


[J'ZKa. 


<dtr:*<i notes, -.vit!. ■* set •>* ;=.» 

b..Vof M*? 20. 1777. 8 n* April 11 <778. which, in * 

•'vpw S>rk, then in r; w the llrinsh. were. • : 

• January, 1779, t»j owe (.ongrccs u- be rolled fro 

tier.. at;il-to being paired a* -.elites. This collect: 

•tw$ri »» <*** f.>tin volume, p-iatiy njmrrucd, m•; i 


State 1 >.!!*, an! that »a £»th-"i •*«•! of-Cpia! v»*RC h how 
. or coaid probably t«: Turned nv the must in<tu«triw.s or 


id. 1 he b»!ls iseutil by 4l>e CoWIus or Slate,s. ioekdie's ilsoft® »»t 

in the id>i:;ry of .i-i- ; \wwi, . • 1 r,r i , y. M-v- 

were printed tt <M press iU-.i.jittniji FVankiw. rife the dm i 

-■ i ' .■ hiic o ■ u ■••• it i hnr» din • <1 . i , 

say fog.. Hut: this unmi-rous -series embraces • 

Colonial or' Slate 1 
in. e 



Dr. Cohen has made it by extensive f 
visits to State capita*, ami friend* in other cities , ««.d I kacw-tbat it 
has been Ids nealous feW of love during a lifctiusa. This series is 
embraced in thirteen volumes, similar in nil respects to the volume, 
previously described, containing the Continental series. 

As a companion of these two sets of currency there is. also, a 
bound volume, compiled with care and ski!) by Dr. Cohen, embracing 

all the scales of depreciation, a large collection of illustrative 
y opinions'*: Washington, Franklin. Madi- 
s of the republic. 

As mere curtooiiifce, these, jiilem impoittrii volumes would be of 
inappreciable value to any enlighten^ .collector. Rut, as * 
eyentbiittfs of American currn'ty dmtiyvj (t|«r ccnin periods,-- an VMm- 
V’ag<; which It will uoi-txa ppstdbte loJopiic-ate ht. :*sifter. —I regard the • 
>’- 5 - » Qaaotmf hurtr-ritaf work; wUcfa (if Dr. Cohen parts with; ifj 

should hot fee suffered to pass into. any oiler, collection lhaV.tha; of 
• ' -• 

' ' -• ' • ' 5 - ' •- «' . 
' ■ ■ ; ■ - : ■ - 




MU( 


/■led* M Ti 








i- 

V^* 


fyjj uJf'.---sO *■ ' .. •.{£,. .. « _k 


v 4 


1 -< - ■ ■■• ■' ^ .'!' ' 1 
■-v^-^i.u m-.: n?r*nvr*h: -iTfr^ qfl p . 

ti. :,lt „" /.f ,1 k •' . ■■■;/' 

» 

I 7 ■ ■..&L r ,> fit , W y£ ■ /- 

’i r 'd/ ' > ^ '■' < r *- '■- ~ ..• 5? • - +V* " 

K . ***"*■.■, _~~ y ^ ^ • /? ■: 


s>&-*./ ik-t. , £-,r ■' 


-■■ : j* •;• •«•'- /, * . r 4 . 













TeieAmericaiyNumismatic Society 

(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 

BROADWAYBETWEEN155 th amd-156 th -5TS- 

New York-32,NY. 


Oct. 21/1961 


Eric P. Newman, Secretary, 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc., 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman, 

Thank you for the return of the two items which 
were sent to you earlier this month. 

Complying with your request by letter of Oct. 19, 
lot 713 in the Haseltine sale of Jan. 21, 1880 reads as follows: 

1773; Virginia; Half Penny; uncirculated; bright. 

[Many persons think that these Virginia half pennies are 
restrikes, but this is not so; they were the property of the late 
Mr. Cohen, of Baltimore, and descended to him from his father; I 
purchased quite a number from him and found 12 different varieties 
among them, all from different dies. - J.W.H.] 


Yours very truly, 

H. 

(G.H.North) 
(A.N.S. Library) 


October 2k, 1961 


Miss Rose Mangini 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at l£6th Sts. 

New York 32, Mew York 

Dear Miss Mangini: 

I am returning herewith one copy of page 
proofs, duly corrected and amended, on 
my little article entitled "Additions 
to Coinage for Colonial Virginia". 

Because of the number of changes I have 
made, I have done this promptly in the 
hope that I can see another pat e proof. 
Will you, therefore, be kind enough to 
arrange for one. 

I very much appreci;. te your cooperation. 


Sincerely yours. 


BRIC P. NEWMAN 


E /atb 




October 27, 1961 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

I have just received your letter regarding the 
Virginia halfpence from the Anthony Hay cabinetmaker's 
shop site, and I am hastening to reply in the hope that I 
shall not be too late to be of help to you. 

Three Virginia halfpennies were found on the 
site, only one of them beneath the Hay residence, the 
others coming from the vicinity of the kitchen. The im¬ 
portance of the former was simply that it provided a 
terminus post quern for the destruction of the house. 

Very few coins of any sort have been found in 
recent digging. Indeed, there can have been no more than 
a dozen additions to our collection since you examined it 
in 1956. I hope that when you are next up this way you 
will feel inclined to stop by and look at the new acqui¬ 
sitions—for what little they are worth. 

I am happy to be able to tell you that the 
report on excavations at Rosewell is in galley form and 
will be published by the Smithsonian by the end of the 
year. You may recall that you were good enough to comment 
on a silver half ecu of Louis XV that was among the finds 
from that plantation. I have quoted from your letter with, 
of course, full acknowledgements to you. I shall have 
great pleasure in sending you a copy of the paper as soon 
as it is published. 

As I mentioned some years ago, I have in my 
private collection some examples of James II plantation 
tokens (24th of a Spanish real) found in the Thames at 
London. If you would ever care to borrow them for study, 

I should be delighted to let you have them. I recently 
offered to loan them to the Smithsonian, but their 
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numismatist said he had never heard of the things and 
seemed to infer that they would he of no interest in a 
collection of American coins. 


All personal good wishes 


Sincerely yours 



Chief Archaeologist 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, President 
Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education 
Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 



October 31 


1961 


Mr. Ivor Noel Hume, Chief Archaeologist 
Colonial Williamsburg 
Williamsburg, Virginia 

Dear Mr. Hume: 

It was delightful to have you answer my letter concern¬ 
ing the coins dug up at Colonial Williamsburg. I have 
already inserted in ny article on the Virginia pieces 

he debris of the Anthony hay residence. 
I also look forward to receiving a copy of your report 
on the excavations at Rosewell. 

As to the James II Plantation Farthings found in the 
Thames River, you will recall that you were going to 
send them to me years ago when you wrote. It so happens 
that I found new data on the subject and am publishing, 
shortly, all of the die varieties. I would very much 
like to see all of the pieces which you have. 

I am sorry that the Smithsonian people did not under¬ 
stand w' at ttese were but they are anxious to learn 
and to develop numismatics at the Institution. 


Most cordially yours, 


EPN/atb 


SC P. 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMI l IA TIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 



January 31, 1962 


Mrs* Um Henry Morweb 
9i?ll Lake Shore Bird* 

Cleveland 8, Ohio 

Dear Emery Mays 

It was very kind of you to congratulate me on elec¬ 
tion to AKS» I know how faithfully you and your 
husband have been devoted tbo the orgg.nlzation. The 
group who encouraged siy participation seem to want 
more interest shown in American numismatic©* 

I look forward to the receipt of the Virginia shill¬ 
ing, in copper, at your earliest convenience since 
the data from it should go into the ANS NOTES which 
have already reached the printer-. 

As to the Connecticut project, I have had a great 
disappointment, the party cooperating with me, in 
the Past, and who had photographed approximately six 
collections, has withdrawn, he will turn all of his 
pictures over to me, nevertheless, and the project 
will gc through somehow, I am sure you understand 
the problems which frustrating, tedious, and thank¬ 
less research give rise to when individuals are not 
adapted to those realities. 

I have a few more pictures to retake of your son , s 
coins and expect to return them in a couple of weeks. 

Most cordially. 


K?N/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


9511 LAKE SHORE BOULEVARD 
CLEVELAND S,OHIO 


February 14, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Ave. 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


My dear Eric: 


The copper Virginia piece I 
have is 1773. The silver pieces 
are 1774. 

Sorry you were not in New 
York for the February meeting but 
perhaps we will see you in March. 


Sincerely yours 


Mrs. R. Henry Norweb 


1318 limberlake Drive 
Lynchburg, Virginia 
March 10 , 1962 


Mr, Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
c/o Edison Brothers Stores 
I 4 .OO Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Not too long ago a Mr. Raymond H. r illiamson gave a talk on the 
Virginia Halfpence. Among the references he used was the Mono¬ 
graph '135 dated 1966 which you wrote on the subject, "Coinage 
tor Colonial Virginia". As a result I have obtained a copy of 
the Monograph, read it, became interested in this coin and have 
obtained a few of these coins. 

At this point 1 have several questions regarding this coin and I 
am wondering if, at your convenience, you will comment briefly on 
them. 

Coin dealers stress the scarcity of coins with "no period" and 
accordingly these coins command a higher price than those "with 
periods". My interpretation from the plates II and III shows that 
there are eight possibilities of both these coins. 

Again it seems to me that there are less possibilities of obtain¬ 
ing coins containing six and eight harp strings because here there 
appear to be three possibilities "with Periods" and three possibilities 
"without periods". Among those coins containing seven harp strings 
on page Iplj. and Ip 5 I find seven possibilities from coins "with periods" 
and seven coins "with no period". Consequently , from a collectors 
point of view should price really be based on coins containing 
numbers of harp strings and not whether it has a period or not? 

Of those coins which I have inquired about, from dealers, m-'st con¬ 
tain seven harp strings. Could you explain if there is a justifi¬ 
cation for coins with "no period" commanding a higher price than 
those "without '. f From your experience, could you tell me which die 
varieties will probably be the hardest to find? Then too, are 
there many so called "Virginia pennies" around? 

Referring to the keg of coins which Colonel Cohen possessed, were 
you able to determine whether this keg contained one variety of 
coins or contained coins of all the major and minor varieties? 
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Referring to the monograph; I have been studying the written 
description and examining the specimens on the plates so that I 
can learn to identify the coins. I am wondering if, during pub¬ 
lishing there is a possibility that some of the specimens could 
have become mixed up, because some specimens shown are different 
from the descriptions given. hile I realise that it is difficult 
to compare photographs an: get good magnificat ion - from pictures 
1 ;ould like to refer you to platelV specimen E. The description 
of E on cage Ml says "Top of G curls up. Top of 7 higher than 3”., 
whereas, to me, specimen E on plate IV doesn’t bear this out. 

Description on coin N plate V, "G is large and c\.irls up at top. 

Second I touches arms. Leaf ends opposite left side of upright 
of first I. Third i slopes slightly up to right". Again, to me, 
the specimen shown doesn’t bear these four descriptions out. 

In "N" taking the statement "Leaf ends opposite left side of upright 
of first I This same statement is made in the description for 

"M" and yet specimen M and N differ on this one point, when examined. 

Description "p" page ij.6;"Leaf ends opposite lpft side of upright 
of first I" Specimen on plate V doesn’t bear this out. 

Description on coin "Z" >age Jl 7, "Leaf ends opposite right tip of 

first 1, Third I slooes down to right-." Plat period near 

top of line A. Again, from my observation the specimen doesn’t 
bear this out. 

I am wondering if I am correct in assuming that these are errors 
and if they have long been recognized through - ' the issuance of a 
supplementary booklet? 

These aiiestions have risen as a result of my interest and study 
of pictures only. 1 .lust want to be able to have some accurate 
guide lines in order to judge any of these coins that I might 
want to buy from the various dealers. 

I would be happy to receive any information which you care to 
furnish concerning these questions and the coin in general. 


Very truly yours 



Charles 0. Wills 




March 14 , 1962 


Mr. Sawyer Mosser 

Amer 1 ca n Nuxaisma tics oc ie t y 

15>6th at Broadway 

New York, New York 

Dear Mr. Mosser: 

With respect to the article on Virginia Coinage in the 
coming edition of Notes, I find it is now set in page 
proof form and would, therefore, like to have two sets 
of pa e proofs as corrected sent to me so that I can 
make some small additions. This will be better than 
makin corrections to the old form. 

Would you please be kind enough to write to Germany 
and ask them to send me by Air Mail the present state 
of the proofs on the few pages I have written. I want 
to be complete as well as accurate and new things pop 
up continually,as you know. 

I enjoyed being with you lest Saturday, 

Cordially, 


SHIC ?. NEWMAN 


March lh, 1962 


Mr. Charles 0. Wills 
1318 Timberlake Drive 
Lynchburg, Virginia 

Dear Mr.Wells* 

It was a great pleasure to hear from you and I wish more people 
would dig into matters the way you have* 

You will be pleased to know that there will soon be published, 
in the NOTES of the American Numismatic Society, an article 
entitled "Amendments to Coinage for Colonial Virginia." These 
araendc.en is endeavor to add to and correot what was previously 
published. A rarity table will be included. 

As to the particular points which you make, you are quite sound. 

It just so happens that the coins without the periods are not 
as common as those with the period primarily because the group 
in the Cohen hoard contained mostly those with periods. 

As far as dividing the coins by the number of strings, that is 
a matter for dealers to determine. I have done my part to point 
out the differences. The Cohen hoard contained a mixture of 

varieties. 

With respect to the description of the varieties, the photograph 
were remounted by the printer and the N and the Z we re nixed up 
because the N looks like a Z when it is turned sidewise. This 
will clear up your major difficulty. 

The correction with respect to Reverse P will be made and I 
thank you for pointing it out. 

The description of the Reverse E is, possibly, inaccurate to a 
degree but not seriously bad. Believe me, it is difficult to 
describe, in language, some of these inconsequential differences 


Mr, Charles 0, Wills 


March ll*, 1962 


Above all, I value your interest in the matter and if there is 
any information which you can add, please feel free to do so. 
The type is already set for the Amendment and I still have a 
little time to make additions and corrections. I know you 
will find the Virginia coinage as interesting as I did. 

Raymond H. Williamson is a great numismatic scholar, among 
other things, and I am glad that he introduced you to this 
interesting subject. 

As you can well guess, I have very little interest in what coin 
dealers do or do not do. They still wish to call the Virginia 
penny a penny and they wish to call the silver pieces shillings 
in spite of it being contrary to the facts. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


Eric P. Newman, President 
ERIC ?. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCTION SOCIETY 


EPH/atb 



The-American-Numismatic-Society 

(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 

Broadway between 155 th -and 156™ 5ts 

ttEW-YORK-32,N.Y. 


March 16, 1 962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Even though the proofs you took with you last week appears to 
be page proof, it is not. Actually it is galley proof. We are sending you 
herewith an extra set of it. Actually the corrections you previously made 
to this proof have not yet been made. The simplest thing at this point 
would be for you to return one of the two sets you now have with the 
additions you have to make. We can then get them to the printer for them 
to be made along with your other changes which they are just about to 
reach. When this has been done and we receive the page proofs in the 
course of several weeks, we shall, of course, send you two copies. 

Would it be possible for you to give us your telephone numbers 
in case we have need to reach you quickly on any Society matter. 

Cordially yours, 

Sawyer Me A. Mosser 
Executive Director 


SMM: RMg 
end. 



1318 Timberlake Drive 
Lynchburg, Va. 

, 1 


Mr. -^ric P. Newman 

t£ric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 

6 I 4.50 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis Missouri 


ttear Mr. Newman; 

I certainly rant to thank you for the information which 
you su' plied me regarding the Virginia halfpenny. 


I am plannins: to obtain a cor 
Coinage for Colonial Virginia 
ments are made concerning its 


v of the ’’Ammendments to 
" f iust as soon as the announc©- 
release . 


v i th kind r eg ar d s . 


Sincerely yours, 

Charles 0. ills 



TED CRAIGE 
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April 10, 1962 


Mr. Sawyer McA• Mosser 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at l£6th Sts. 

New York 32, New York 

Dear Mr.Mosea-r: Be* Additions to Coinage 

for Colonial Virginia 

I am enclosing herewith the revised article sub¬ 
mitted for the NOTES. The great bulk of the 
changes were caused by the discovery of new 
mate rial • 

The plate will also have to be slightly changed 
as an additional reverse has been discovered; 
also, one of the new obverses on the plate has 
been located in much superior condition and its 
photograph will be substituted. I will have the 
photographs, in a day or so. 

You can now send this copy to Germany and let me 
know where the plate is so that it can be changed 
in the simplest manner. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


fv 



13 30| Middle I of III slightly near- T 

er I on left than I on right, V 
Period slightly nearer I than 
R. All letters widely spaced. 
Continuation of upright of R 
of REX would fall entirely on 
the front of the nose adjacent 
to the tip. Diameter through 
point of left leaf of three 
top leaves would almost touch 
right side of S, 


A 


x 




ft gWt fortiori 

Leaf ends opposite center an-d 13 
right side of upright of I. 

R should tilt farther to right. 
Leaf ends close to and opposite 
right end of left base of A. 

Third I parallel to horizontal 
divider• 




WITH EIGHT STftING HARP 
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To complete the mention of all writers who previously 

published material on Virginia halfpence and whose work 

was not cited in my original monograph, I am glad to add 

(7) 

Agnes Baldwin, Charles Little, and Phares 0, Sigler. 


A 


(7 ) 



Agnes Baldwin, "The Virginia Halfpennies", The 
Numismatist, Vol. 2l*,No. 8 (Aug. 1911), p.27’Sj" 
Charles Little, "Numismatics in Colonial Virginia", 
The Numismatist, Vol. h9, No. 11 (Nov.1936), p.895$ 
Phares 0.Sigler, "The Coins of Colonial America", 
Chap. V, Coin Collectors* Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1 
(Jan. 19l^77~T7 “ ‘ 
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The Cohen hoard of over 2500 Virginia halfpence in 
uncirculated condition (p•3U) can now be traced back to 
Jacob I. Cohen (17UU-3 823) alid to Israel I. Cohen (1750-1803), 
uncle and father respectively of Col. Mendes I. Cohen (1796-1879), 
of Baltimore. Jacob I. Cohen, after serving in the American 
Revolution, moved to Richmond in 1780 and joined Isaiah Isaacs 
in forming the well-known banking and trading firm of Cohen 
and Isaacs. Israel I. Cohen joined his brother in Richmond 
in 178U, and remained there until his death in 1803. In 1806 
Jacob I. Cohen moved from Richmond to Philadelphia and in 
1808 the widow and children of Israel I.Cohen moved to Baltimore, 
In view of the fact that Mendes I. Cohen is quoted as saying 

( 4 ) 

that the hoard of Virginia halfpence came from his father, 
their acquisition must have been between 1780 and 1803* It 
therefore seems probable that the halfpence held by the 
Treasurer of Virginia were taken .to Richmond during the 
Revolutionary War when the Capitol was moved from Williamsburg 
and that C^h-en and Isaacs. pu-pC'hased the- hoard f^r™dr»-tri«sic 



3a*4u.(>S> 1 aZL 
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A 


¥ 




c 


In I960 archaeologists in Colonial Williamsburg 
while excavating the site of the residence and out- 
buildirvgs of Anthony Hay found a Virginia halfpence 
under the dismantled remains of the residence, the 
date of the razing of which is not known. The finding 
of the coin under such circumstances was conclusive 
in proving that the residence was still standing in 
1775 when Virginia halfpence were introduced into 

(3) 

circulation• 

Slim. . 






Xsr«e I T. Cchcn , 

- ii«rm»ir-^-wfe»aeae(1750-1803) who in 


v\<\ 

v' 


178U moved to Richmond, Virginia to join his brother 
who was a successful merchant and banker. Col. Mendes 
I.Cohen, a son of Israel I. Cohen, stated that he 
had inherited the hoard of Virginia halfpence from 

(U) 

his father. It therefore seems probable that the 

halfpence held by the Treasurer of Virginia were 
taken to Richmond during the Revolutionary War when 
the capitol was moved from Williamsburg and that CtAa*\ fit-**/. 
Israel 4.Cohe-n obtained the hoard in the eighteenth 
century from that source. 


(3) The Presidents Report, I960, Colonial 
Williamsburg, p. 17 


(U) John W. Haseltine, Item 713 in his January 
21, 1880 sale catalogue. 
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Dear Eric: 


icharJ icf\t 


er 

U/17/62 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 


Enclosed are some comments, etc., from me and Tea Craige. Frankly, this was such 
a rush, that I feel that everything said should be iven a good deal of consideration. 

I gave Ted the ms before I left for the Week-end. He returned it to me last evening, 

and while we were discussing it, a friena cal-ed for me to take me to a meeting at 
which I was due. Today Ted left for Washington, and will return SatPM. I’m waiting 
for a contractor to make some improvements to our den, and ran this off waiting. 

But, after reading over my own reco mendations, I feel that they are sound, and 
would like you to consider them seriously, except the jokes. But it is MAY. I 
didn’t go thru the descriptions for two reasons, (1) they're too tedious; (2) 

T don’t have all of the specimens in order to make comparisons. Ted did some of this, 

and his recommendations are enclosed. We started to talk about tnem last night, but, 

couldn’t finish, and, I didn’t have a chance to go over them. Anc now, my man nas 
been waiting f r about 10 minutes, so, I'd better get to him. And, now it's 10:30 
and he's gone, and. I'll finish in the AM... Now that it's AM, there isn't any 
more that I can add. Under seDarate cover, I'm sending a Rhode Island piece in 
pewter. I'd very much appreciate an early opinion on it. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 




P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 



F.S. Re: Ted's notes, enclosed, he left 5 coins that may be of helo in inproving 
the plates. He includes 2 10-vVs, which illustrate his point that the recut 3 
s lows strongly on s me, ana just barely on others. Vhen you're finished with 
them, please return them directly to him, registered mail. Please return my 
coins certified. Am anxious to have your o inion on the Baltimore penny. When 
is your next trip to N.Y.? 


1-0763 
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April 26, 1962 


Mr. T. L. Craige 
10 Wate rview Place 
Lynbrook, Long Island 
New York 

Dear Ted: 

I appreciate, very much, your cooperation with 
respect to the Virginia matter. I am incorpor¬ 
ating as many of your suggestions as I reason¬ 
ably can and thank you for such prompt cooper¬ 
ation. I presume John has returned your coin 
and the picture which I took of it. 

I am returning herewith the five pieces which 
Dick sent me from your collection and which I 
have studied. However, I was unable to make 
new photographs as the AMS deadline did not 
permit me to undertake that. I consider it 
lucky to have been able to change the article 
and plates as much as I did. 

I certainly congratulate you on the number of 
Virginia pieces you have assembled and hope 
that you complete your set in due course. 

Some day you will have to explain to me the 
technique of determining, by x-ray., the differ¬ 
entiation between casting and striking. 

I look forward to seeing you the next time I come 
to New York and if ever you come out here please 
be sure to call me. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

EPN/atb 

REGISTERED) 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 


Leaf ends opposite right 
portion of upright of I. 

R should tilt farther to right* 
Leaf ends close to and opposite 
right end of left base of A. 
Third I parallel to horizontal 
divider. 


WITH EIGHT STRING HARP 


V is low and tilts right.Leaf 
ends opposite left end of base 
of first I, Second I touches 
arias» Third I slopes down to 
right relating to horizontal 
divider. Large lion clear of 
line. Going from top down 
tail ends of the three small 
lions are successively nearer 
the line. Leaf close to and 
ends opposite center of bases 
of A „ Periods barely higher 
than center lines. 


is low.and tilts to right. The 3 in the date is recut, 
having first been punched so as to touch shield. Leaf 
ends opposite left tip^-of first I. Leaf ends close to and 
opposite right tip of left base.of A. Thi rd I parallel to_ 
horizontal divider. Period after 3 centered. Period aitei 
A higher than center line of letters. Two die breaks 
develop from border tp left ldop on bottom of shield. 


after- 3 

an 4 aft&r 



WITH LOW PERIOD AFTER GEORGIYS 


15 32 

32 


An irregular period after S is on the baseline of D 
the letters instead of on the center line of the 
letters. This period may actually be only a die 
injury. Second period closer to I-than to R. S is 
not as close to 12 o’clock position as first I of III 
whereas in Obverse 7 (which is similar) S is 
nearer 12 o’clock than first I of III. 

NEW REVERSES 
SEVZ A/ 

WITH STRING HARP 


Rev. 

Letter 


Special features 


With 

Obv. 
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ADDITIONS TO COINAGE FOR COLONIAL VIRGINIA 

Ax2srr^Qs^= 

A classification of a series of coins always^stimulate^ numismatists 
to seek unlisted dies and combinations. Wheirthe varieties of Vir¬ 
ginia halfpence were first published in 1956 1 it was suggested that 
readers communicate their findings to the author. A sufficient number 
of unlisted die varieties have been located so that a supplement seems 
timely. 

The number of obverse production dies has been increased from 
17 to ai^tbtee r of the iwwrS'iew varieties being those without a period 
after GEORGIYS in the legend. The mimber^of reverse production 
dies has been increased from 20 to the new variety having % 7 
'strings in the harp] The total number of combinations has increased 
from 22 to*i§ but reverse die RM has not yet been found in any 
combination. These statistics do not include the 1774 Virginia half¬ 
pence in silver (p. 37). Since a total of approximately 672,000 \ irginia- 

halfpence were struck ((^40)] t^aver^ge production from a P air 
dies^emstohavy^E^gt coins o%,th^asi|oUlij».^ps g 

now known. Since major die breaks and die deformities arc not found 
on Virginia halfpence the dies must.have been retired after showing 
any readily noticeable damage. 




tp : ■ 


"ft*. fa : 

X^SJhSL^ iU~~< Q*J~ J 

bk Ul^uL 4 £ fafa Y ^ ^ /7 73 , ^ ^ 

s^r, &rL^ *£tf t^xJL fa 
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In the 1956 monograpl^areheological evidence of the actual cir- 
• culation of Virginia halfpence by their discovery in worn condition in 
the course of excavations in the restora tion of Willi amsb urg was 
pointed out (p. 33), biMno early written confirmation of circulation 
ha 4 then been .found. However, in a. pamphlet entitle^ Oh Monies, 
■fMs, I V Philadelphia in 1789 Vir¬ 

ginia halfpence are specifically listed as being found in circulation. 
The author of the pamphlet was John Beale Bordley who at the time 
of its publication lived in Wye Beach, Maryland and often visited 
nearby Philadelphia to his wife’s family. This pamphlet is the 
first American “treatise on copper coin’’ as Bordley described it. In 

1 Eric P. Newman, Coinage for Colonial Virginia (New York, 1956), XNM 
No.' 135. References by page number are to this text. 


19 888 Museum Notes X 

1 ., y. Fahnenkorrektur 

L, 2 . Bogenkorrektur 
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it he listed the weight of Virginia halfpence as 120 grains which is 
slightly more than the official weight of 116.7 grains (p. 40). Since 
many Virginia halfpence weigh 120 grains the reliability of Bordley’s 
comments is confirmed. He also mentioned Nova Constellatio coppers, 
genuine English halfpence, Birmingham halfpence, French, Dutch, 
and Spanish coppers as having been weighed and checked by him. 
Although he listed the weight of New Jersey coppers as determined 
by the New York committee report of March 5, 1787, 2 he did not list 
^^^^^them as coins he checked from circulation. He omitted any reference 
to Connecticut or Vermont coppers or Massachusetts' cents and half 
cents. He thus reported copper coin in circulation in his native Mary¬ 
land and its vicinity and by so doing has shown that the circulation 
of \ irginia halfpence had spread into areas surrounding Virginia by 
^ 9 - _ 

Cohen hoard of over 2500 Virginia halfpence in uncirculated 
red conditiorfjp. JJJcan now be traced back to^-Xr. Joshua P,-Cohen, 
M. D., ef Baltimore who began to collect coins afrd currency in 1828 s 
-and-whose-eelieetion passed by inheritance to his son, Cob Mendel I. 
~ 4 s«ben. 


>’ 



In 1960 archaeologists in Colonial Vllliamsbur. 
while excavating the site of the residence and out- ' 
buildings of Anthony Hay, found a Virgin!* halfpence 
under the dismantled remains of the residence, the 
date of the rasing of which 1 , not known, the finding 
of the coin under such circumstances was conclusive ” 
Xn Pr ° Ving that thB residence was still standing in 
1775 when Virginia halfpence were introduced into 
circulation. 


The Cohen hoard of over 2500 Virginia halfpence'in 
uncirculated condition (p. 3 U) can now be traced back to 
dkcob I. Cohen (17U.1623) and to Israel I.Cohen (1750-1603), 
uncle and father respectively of Col. Mendes I. Cohen 
(1796-1879), of Baltimore. Jacob I. Cohen, after serving in 
the American Revolution, moved to Richmond in 1780 and Joined 
Isaiah Isaacs in forming the well-known banking and trading 
firm of Cohen and Isaacs. Israel I.Cohen Joined his brother 
m Richmond in 178 U, and remained there until his death in 

18 ° 3 ' In 1606 Jacob Oohen from Richmond to Philadelphia 

and in 1808 the widow and children of Israel I.Cohen moved to 
Baltimore. In view of the fact that Mendes I. Cohen is quoted 
as saying^that the hoard of Virginia halfpence came from his 
father, their acquisition must have been between 1780 and 
1803 . It therefore seems probable that the halfpence held by 
the Treasurer of Virginia were taken from Williamsburg to 
Richmond during the Revolutionary War when the Capitol was 
moved and that the hoard was acquired in Richmond by Israel I. 
Cohen, either directly or through Cohen and Isaacs. 


With respect to the 177U Virginia halfpence in silver 
(p . 37 ) four known specimens were specifically mentioned. 
Crosby had known only of three. Edouard Frossard in 
1879 said that there were "three or four specimens only 
in American cabinets", but, referring to the specimen in the 
Bushnell sale in 1882, says, "certainly not 3 but 10 or 
12 of these, or more, are at present known". Frossard’a 
comment must awalt’cc^rcbcrstion . Two additional pieces can 
now be accounted for, consisting of another specimen in 
the Emery^lae) Norwefc collection, having been aequired in 
England and one piece currently 

Richard Picker in the April, 1962 numismatic/. *. 
accounts for a total of six pieces. 


(2) Sylvester S. Crosby, Early Coins of America 
(Boston, 1875)f P» 296 . 


( 3 ) The President’s Report, I960, Colonial 
Williamsburg, p. 17. 


(U) John W. Haseltine, Item 713 in his January 

21, i860 sale catalogue. See Proceedings of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society (Boston, 1871), 
Yol. 11 , p. 103 . 


(5) Addenda to Monograph o f United States Cents 
and. Half Cents (Irvington, N.I., 1879), 
p. £i| Humlsma , Vol. 6 , Ho. 3 (May, 1882). 
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It has been suggested in the review*of Coinage for Colonial Virginia 
and elsewhere that the rarity of the various combinations would be 
welcome. A sufficient number of specimens^ttts now been examined 
to do so. The many varieties found ir^ the Cohen hoard l^as resulted in 
uncirculated specimens being more con^non t(wm worn 1 s pec imens. 
The varieties with a period after GEORGIVS. are about! i-Atimes 



more numerous than those without it. Variety i-A, often improperly 
referred to as the Virginia penny because of its greater weight and 
diameter (p. 40), composes less than/^Tper cent of the total of known 
halfpence. 

The scarcity scale with a range of eight points was used in the 
preparation of the following table indicating the relative scarcity of 
the various varieties: 

^* «SyUK»*ter S. Crosby, Early Coins- of A mmco/^BostoSt.l§Z5l,p : *99< 

' *~PV$t*r*fine!-s of the Massachusetts Historical Society (Boston; [87*1), Vol. u, 
•P 1 - -*05: t'atafogne of the John W. Haseltine Sa+e heht January 21, 1880, 

£• AAValter Breen, The Numismatist (Feb. 1957), Vol. 70, p. 170. 


(£) 
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COMBI¬ 

RARITY 

COMBI¬ 

RARITY 

COMBI¬ 

RARITY 

NATION 

NATION 


NATION 


I-A 

f 

7 -D 

4 

5 X 

■T~ 

2 —E 


8 -H 

3 

22 —S 

3 

3 -F 

4 

9 -B 

3 

23 -Q 

2 

4 -G 

5 

io-W 

5 

23 -R 

5 

4-0 

4 

11-D 

7 

24-Iv 

1 

4 - P 

5 - B 

6 

6 

12-W 

^ 5 -D 

7* 

7 

25- M 

26- Y 

1 

2 

5 _ Z 

6 

20—N 

4 

27 -J 

2 

6-X 

4 

20-X- — 


RM 

N. C. 


m3 

A tabid of combinations of all known^ies has been prepared m such 
a manner as to segregate the dies into their major types in columnar 
fashion and to show their interlocking. 




160 










JO' Z ' 7 strings 















101 


A description of the previously unlisted dies follows: 

NEW OBVERSES 

WITH NO PERIOD AFTER GEORGIYS 



Special features 

Third I of III low. Continuation of upright of R 
in REX would clear underside of nose. Final pe¬ 
riod barely clear of right side of X a nd Aery much ' 
: closer to bust thaiTto' X. 

30 Center^.,ol III slightly nearer,I to left than I to 
right. Period closer to I than to R. Last period 
slightly above center line of letters., , 

Third I of III lower than other two. R in 
GEORGIYS tilts left relative to adjacent G. R 
in REX tilts to'-left. Last period below center 
line of letters. 


With 

Rev. 


W 


30 


— as close to Co 

a O "to flH 

dPMBfc j fP * 

point" 




13 30§ Middle I of III slightly near- T 

er I or* left than I on right* 
Period slightly nearer I than 
R, All letters widely spaced* 
Continuation of upright of R 
of REX would fall entirely on 
the front of the nose adjacent 
to the tip. Diameter through 
point of left leaf of three 
top leaves would almost touch 
right side of S. 






frit* 
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lThc^illustrations) accompanying these notes fcontairfrt he following 
additions, clarifications and corrections tothe plates originally 

7 

O bverses io, n, i2;and 15 and Reverse^W are new.'*'* 

. ^Obverses 8 an d' Cf{htf) Rcverses K, O and X are from better spec- 
, imens than were originally available. 

Reverses' N and Z were- transposed, on the original plate and are 
L \ now* properly identified.. « 

other- B^rerse^ r/ithooT ftFe 

per/oj GtzopGlVS c,n 4 

The ejtier 8 s.TSiorp 
Alt'*- Seen t/ic/ujef fc r~ 

c f CLG'n(P4 \r/ SoO , 

The description of Reverse P in the original mono- 

(p .fit) 

graph f is amended to state that the leaf points to the 

right side of the upright of I and that the period 
after A is slightly above the center line of the letters. 

After the description of Reverse D (p.Uit) there 
should be added Obverses 11 and l£ described herein. 


To complete the mention of all writers who previously 
published material on Virginia halfpence and whose work 
was not cited ^in my original monograph, I am glad to add 
■ *-! *11 t ni l, . 1 . nr f 1 y and Phares 0. Sigler. 












'r ueful rii Rkhirri Picker feu his helpfnhw: 


si udv rrd rarity d^cnninathm^*!** 1 # 



in bnth die 

5 P Newman 


hicb th* research for this article 

3# £>7C 

Kmc P. Newman • 


Wrse io and Reverse W were described by Walter Breen as Lot 59 in the «* 
Catalogue of the New Netherlands Coin Co.£SE 53 Sale No. 51, held lune 19, 

1958. Richard Picker discovered three new obverse dies, f j • 

/Z.-W /sr-D. P«.v/ b cWtJ 

if S *** t-j 

/l/^ci.• L’jr^ , f-'fij? t/o, V ( -■ -^r /^C y, TiUt A*-' ■ 


/?3- 


(»} Agnes Baldwin, "The Virginia Halfpennies’* The 
Suatsmatist . Vol. 2h, Ho. 8 (Aug. 1911), p.T76j 
Charles Little, "Numismatics in Colonial Virginia 2 ' 
lhg-Numismapist f Vol. k9, Ho. 11 (Nov. 1936),p.895I 
Phares c. STgTer, "The Coins of Colonial America", 
Chap. V, Coin Collect o rs* Journa l. Vol. 12, No. 1 
(Jan. 191#5, p.TT~™~~-— 







Re: Revision or addenda to 'COINAG HR COLONIAL VIRGINIA' NNM #135 by EPN 
Page 97, Paragraph 2, line 9: 

The reference to 672,000 halfpence in on page 22, not oage hO, of the original 
monograph. Also, in reference to this figure, ! tnink that a ittle conjecture 
may be in order. 60 pieces per pound X 2000 (pounds per regular ton) equals 
120,000, and when X 5 tons equals 600,000. I think that thi is a more logical 
figure in view of: (1) we now have 22 obv. and 23 rev cies. (2) The English 
reckon in dozens, and it might be logical to assume that they ordered 2 dozen 
pairs of dies, figuring in round numbers, aoproximately 25,000 coins per pair of 
dies. (3) If we accept this, we can look for 2 more new obverse, and 1 more new 
reverse dies, (h) It is evident that a pood many dies were prepared in advance, 
because a number of coins show rust spots from the dies, which is most probably 
the res lit of improper storage before their use was necessary. (5) The fact, as 
mentioned, that major die breaks are not found, is almost evidence that replacement 
dies were readily available when needed. (6) The 600,000 figure also ..as some 
sunnort from.the fact that though the legal weight was 116 grains, we find tnat 
existing specimens weigh between 116 and 120, as well as a few above, which when 
multinlied by'such a large figure, may take into account the difference between 
a regular and a lo^g ton. If we coulo determine the exact amount of nieces that 
were in the Cohen hoard, and, if we could determine that this was an original 
keg, as delivered, we might be able to arrive at an exact amount delivered thru 
the use of trial and error multinles of that figure. 

Page $££ 98, Paragraph 3, line 10: 

^eaven, and the Holdens and Norwebs forbid that you mispell even one name by even 
one letter of a proper name: EMERY MAY HOLDEN N0RWEB. The early governors of 
Massachusetts will haunt you. 

Line 12, add Page 1081;. 

Page 99- 

I believe that a remark should be made to the effect tnat a further study of the 
die varieties that may become known because of this work might substantially 
alter trie values as presented in this table. Frankly, it is my firm belief tnat 
we will find the new dies as mentioned above, and, perhaps an extra obverse and 
reverse die, if my conjectures are cor ect, but, if their round number of dies 
was 25 instead of 2 dozen. 

Overall: 

It is my firm conviction that all of the descriptions should be reprinted, adding 
as much mor detailed information as is possible. Also, T feel tnat a complete set 
of plates showing all varieties, should accompany this addenda, .if this isn't 
done, it will mean that if anyone interested in this series wishes to persue it, 
he would have to use two books. I feel that the revision should carry the original 
information, in a more detailed manner, as well as better plates (better specimens 
where available as well as better quality of printing, so that a magnifying glass 
may be put to the illustration for further detail, without complete distortion, as 
is’ the case in NNU # 135). If you would be willing to go along with this suggestion, 
you know that you can count on my full co-operation in trying to elucidate mn the 
descriptions, as well as in all my efforts to try to locate better specimens for 
photography. 



NEW VIRGINIA VARIETY 


At the recent ANA convention I discovered a new Virginia halfpenny variety. 
Of importance is the fact that both dies are new. 

Eric Newman's description of the piece follows: 

OBVERSE 13 

Middle I of III slightly nearer I on left than I on right. 

Period slightly nearer I than R. All letters widely spaced. 
Continuation of upright of R of REX would fall entirely on 
the front of the nose adjacent to the tip. Diameter through 
point of left leaf of three top leaves would almost touch 
right side of S. 30 1/2 / 64 ths of an inch between centers 
of periods. 

REVERSE T 

Deaf ends opposite center and right side of upright of I. 

R should tilt farther to right. Leaf ends close to and 
opposite right end of left base of A. Third I paralled to 
horizontal divider. 

Paul Weinstein 
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April 23, 1962 


Hr. Sawyer McA. Mosser 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 15 6 th Street 
New Xork 32, New York 

Dear Mr.Mosser: 

There are enclosed herewith the two plates which I have 
prepared for the article entitled "Additions to Coinage 
for Colonial Virginia". I have numbered them XXVIII and 
XXIX. I hope they can face each other in the book. 

I am also enclosing the revised copy which has a few 
further changes in ink from those which you sent to 
Germany. I am wondering if you could send this corrected 
proof to Germany so that they could add the ink changes 
before the proofs come back. These ink changes are 
minimal, as you will note. 

I have ordered an additional 25 bound copies of this 
article, making a total of 50 copies which I will re¬ 
ceive. It is important, however, for me to nave some 
extra prints of the plates alone so that people can 
attach these plates to t'ne original publication. Would 
it be possible for you to obtain some extra copies for 
me? 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric ?• Newman, President 
ERIC P. HEWHAM HUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 



The-American-Numismatic-Society 

(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 

Broad way-between -155 th - and 15 6 th -5ts 

New York-32,NY 


May 9, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

We shall take care of the additional corrections to your article 
in Museum Notes X. Your revisions on the plates have been made. 

Your request for "extra prints of the plates alone so that people 
can attach these plates to the original publication" is unclear to me. 

Each one of the 50 reprints you want will have plates. Each copy of the 
full issue of Museum Notes will have a full complimentjof plates for each and 
every article. I question whether extra copies of the plates are necessary. 

Of course, if you want them for your own purposes, it shall be done. If 
so, how many? 

I am sorry that you cannot come to the May meeting of Council. 
There are no earth-rocking issues so far on the agenda. 

With best regards, 


Sincerely yours, 

Sawyer McA. Mosser 
Executive Director 


SMM: RMg 








May 11, 1962 


Mr. Sawyer McA. Mosser 
American Numismatic Society 
Broadway at 15»6th Street 
New York 32, New York 

Dear Mr.Mosser: 

Thank you for your letter of May 9. The extra 
prints of the plates of my article in Museum 
Notes 10 can be limited to approximately twenty 
copies. I believe there are a number of people 
who will want to attach these plates to or to 
substitute these plates for the original mono¬ 
graph plates, or who would not want to cut up 
the full reprint. I would like to do that for 
my work also. Incidentally, I would like to 
have my paste-up of the photographic plates 
returned whenever they have served their pur¬ 
pose. 

I am struggling to get the book on the 180U 
Dollar into page proof and I believe it will cause 
a lot of excitement. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


TH E AA\ERI CAI1 JjUW SMATIC SOCIETY 

Broadway between 155™ and 156 th 5ts 

New-York-32,N.Y. 


May 15, 1952 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you for your letter of May 11th 
addressed to Mr. Mosser. Mr. Mosser left on 
Saturday for several weeks vacation. 

In connection with your article in 
Museum Notes X, I have just called our plate - 
maker and have ordered an additional twenty 
reprints of Plates XXVIII and XXIX. This will 
give you a total of 50 bound reprints, plus 20 
reprints of the plates, unbound. 

As soon as we are through with the 
original paste-ups, we will send them on to you. 


Sincerely yours, 

Rose Mangini 
Mr. Mosser's Secretary 
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How many genuine hundingers and buzzers do you have in your 
box of mutilated Colonials? Don't discard these pieces with which 
so much past romance is connected. 


Edward R. Barnsley 


NEW VIRGINIA REVERSE 

I have recently discovered a new Virginia Reverse V, which is com¬ 
bined with the newly discovered Obverse 13 described in an earlier 
Colonial Newsletter. The coin is Red Inc. and shows no evidence o f 
circulation. Its excellent state of preservation probably associates 
it with the Cohen Hoard. 

Eric P. Newman describes Reverse V as follows: (which will appear 
in his forthcoming supplement to Virginia Coinage) 

8 String Harp 

V is low and tilts right. Leaf ends opposite 
left end of base of first I. Second 1 touches 
arm. Third 1 slopes down to right, relating 
to horrizontal divider. Large Lion clear of 
line. Going from top down, tail ends of three small 
small lions are successively nearer the line. 

Leaf close to and ends opposite center of bases 
of A. Periods, barely higher than center lines. 


Ted Craige 
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September 5, 1962 


Dear Emery May, 

I thought you might like a 
reprint of "Additions to Coinage 
for Colonial Virginia" to add 
to the original monograph. 

Sincerely, 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


September 5 


1962 


Mr. John J. Gabarron 
American Numismatic Association 
P.O.Box 3011 
Lincoln 10, Nebraska 

Dear Mr. Gabarron: 

I am enclosing herewith a reprint of "Additions to 
Coinage for Colonial Virginia". 

I believe your library would find it advisable to 
combine this with the original A.N.S. monograph 
No. 13f?> or to circulate it separately. 

Sincerely yours. 


Eric P. Newman, President 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


9/5/62 

Copies of ADDITIONS TO COINAGE FOR COLONIAL VIRGINIA sent to 

A. N. A. Library 
John Ford 
Richard Picker 
A1 Hoch 
Edw. Barnsley 
Ted Craige 
Walter Breen 

Noel Hume, Colonial Williamsburg 
Lynn Glaser 

Empire Coin Co. (Bowers-Ruddy) 

Elston Bradfield 
Emery May Norweb 
Raymond Williamson 9/11 
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A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



telephone: CApital 9-1000 
teletype: Williamsburg 472 


IL LjyiMSB U — 


WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 


September 1, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, President 
Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education 
Society 

6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Very many thanks for sending me the copy of 


your valuable addition to your equally valuable original 
publication on Coinage for Colonial Virginia. 

Unhappily I do not have a copy of the first 
paper in my own library, but as we do have one in 
Colonial Williamsburg’s Archaeological library I have 
taken the liberty of adding the appendix to that copy. 


Congratulations on another fine contribution 


to our numismatic knowledge. 





AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

INCORPORATED 

JOHN J. GABARRON, Librarian 
BOX 3011 

LINCOLN 10 , NEBRASKA 


Sept. 7* 1962 


Dear Sir; 

We received "ADDITIONS TO COINAGE FOR COLONIAL VIRGINIA" 
today. Thank you so much for sending it to the library. 
I»m sure it will be enjoyed and appreciated by many. 



Sincerely 

Mrs. Gabarron 


September 12, 1962 


Dear Dick, 

Thank you for your comment on 
reverses E and F. Unfortunately, 

I have never been able to recheck 
the Boyd collection with respect 
to the comment you made as to 
the difference between them so, 
for the moraeht, I cannot give you 
any answer than there must be an 
obverse 2 as the picture is clearly 
different from the others. 


Sincerely, 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 



FROM 




Sept 11, 1962 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND. N. Y. 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 


Dear Eric: 

In checking one of the Virginia pieces that from the plate looked like it might be 
the E reverse, I found, after comparing it to coins that it was F. Since in our 
c§h§1i§ we didn’t find any 2-Es that you mentioned in the original book, I'm wondering, 
at tnis point, if this coin really exists. The particular break or die scratcnes 
at the 17 of the date that appear pretty clear on the plate for E are almost exactly 
the same on the coin that w r e found to be 3F. 

Would like your thinking on this. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely. 



'I EMPIRE COIN COMPANY, INC 



Q. David Bowers, James F. Ruddy/Empire Building/252 Main Street/Johnson City, N. Y./Tel. 729-6141 


September 11, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your addenda to the Virginia book. As you 
know, I have always enjoyed reading whatever you publish. 
With best personal regards, I remain 


Sincerely yours 



Q. David Bowers 


QDB: am r 


SPECIALIZING IN AMERICA'S FINEST COINS-BUYING, SELLING AND NUMISMATIC RESEARCH 

Members-. Professional Numismatists Guild, I.A.P.N., A.N.A., A.N.S. 



9511 Lake Shore Boulevard 
Cleveland 8,Ohio 


October 18, 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, 2, Missouri 


My dear Eric: 


Somehow I missed on my desk the pamphlet 
you sent on Setpember 5th. The truth is I 
have been shuttling between New York, Cleve¬ 
land and Chicago. 

The ’’Additions to Coinage for Colonial 
Virginia” is very well done. As you so right¬ 
ly say people do want to know the rarieties 
of the coins even if subject to change. They 
are shy about getting excited over a coin 
only to find it is a common variety. It makes 
no difference to them if the coin is R6 or 
R8. 


Your acknowledgements to research were 
particularly graceful. 


Sincerely yours 
Mrs. R. Henry Norweb 




THEAMER]CAJiJUMISMATIC;50CIE^ 

Broadway between 155 th - and 156 th -5ts 

Mew-York-32,NY. 


April 6, 1963 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Herewith we are returning to 


you the original paste-ups of the plates 
for Addition to Coinage f or Colonial 
Virginia. 


Sincerely yours, 



Rose Mangini ' 

Sec. to Mr. Mosser 




THE COLLECTOR'S NECESSARY EQUIPMENT by 
Walter Breen, NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK, March,1963 


in full, and all the known varieties 
are profusely described. The only 
tilings lacking: illustrations and 
some indication of quantity minted 
and rarity of the various varieties. 

State coppers: Eric Newman on 
the Virginia half pennies (available 
from ANS), Richardson’s “Numis¬ 
matist” reprint on Vermonts (to¬ 
gether with the description of new 
varieties in “Colonial Newsletter”), 
the Miller and Ryder works on 
Connecticut and Massachusetts coins 
(reprint from “Amer. Journal of 
Numismatics,” now rare, though 
photocopies are sometimes avail¬ 
able), and the Guttag reprint of 
Maris’s “Coins of New Jersey,” 
cover these series fairly well, though 
the Newman work gives no indica¬ 
tion of rarity, and the hard-to-find 
Miller work on Connecticut is also 
fairly hard to use. A book on New 
Jersey coppei's by this writer is 
practically ready for the printers. 

Other series: Eric Newman on 
Continental Currency Dollars and 
Fugio coppers (pamphlet published 
by Wayte Raymond, and supple¬ 
mented by Bower’s listing in “Em¬ 
pire Topics” #4), Ray Williamson’s 
long article on the Franklin Press 
token (I have this as a ditto paper; 
I suspect it appeared in 1955 in the 
“Numismatist,” and I know it ap¬ 
peared in “Seaby’s Bulletin” around 
1956, but I mislaid the dates if I 
ever knew them), Fuld on Talbot, 
Allum & Lee tokens (Sept. 1956 
Scrapbook), and his forthcoming 
monograph on Washington coins and 
tokens, plus related material in my 
monograph on the 1792 N.S. pat¬ 
terns and in the “Colonial News¬ 
letter,” again close up many of the 
historical and descriptive gaps left 
by Crosby. Many die struck imita¬ 
tions and forgeries are shown in 
Kenney’s “Struck Copies of Early 
American Coins.” 


Regular U.S. series and others. 
Half cents: The Gilbert monograph 
will have to do until my own book 
is on the stands. Supplementary in¬ 
formation can be found in the “Du¬ 
pont” sale (part II) of 1954, and 
in my monograph on “U.S. Minor 
Coinages, 1793-1916,” as well as the 
New Netherlands 44th and 54th 
catalogues. 

Large cents: “Penny Whimsy,” by 
Dr. Sheldon, Dorothy Paschal and 
myself, is comprehensive and cram¬ 
med with historical material not 
found in the earlier Sheldon work. 
The only thing available on the 
later dates (other than auction cat¬ 
alogues to be mentioned below) is 
the difficult Newcomb book. Supple¬ 
mentary information is in the 1952 
ANA convention catalogue, “Du¬ 
pont” part I, New Netherlands 41st, 
50th, 51st and 52nd catalogues, and 
my above mentioned Minor Coinages 
monograph. 

U. S. Silver: Historical works are 
few, other than my own monographs 
on the proofs and Gobrecht and 
Philadelphia silver coinages, my ar¬ 
ticle (July, 1961 Scrapbook) on the 
Peace dollars, and John M. Willem’s 
superb monograph on the U. S. 
Trade dollar. Other data appears, 
though dispersedly, in New Nether¬ 
lands 47th through 54th sales, “Du¬ 
pont” II, Harry Boosel’s “1873,” 
Newlin’s rare “Early Half Dimes,” 
Valentine’s monograph on half dimes 
and my supplement to it, Browning’s 
rare book on early quarters and my 
supplement (Feb. 1953, Scrapbook), 
Beistle’s exceedingly difficult work 
on half dollars (worthwhile for the 
plates of 1794-95 coins) and the 
Overton 38th auction (April 1959), 
Bolender’s book on early silver dol¬ 
lars together with the Kagin list 
“America’s Outstanding Collection 
of Silver Dollars” and “The Fan- 
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April 23,1961* 


REPORT 


To: Richard Picker 
Virginia halfpenny sYariety 1-A 
Weight:137 grains 
Specific gravity : 9.13 

Surface: The original surface appears to be proof-like 
and has been cleaned 

Juxtaposition: When turned on a vertical axis obverse 
and reverse are upright. 

Wire rim: This coin has a sharply cornered edge which 
is smooth. In the area near the R in GEORGIVS the edge 
is thick and has a high metal wire rim on both obverse 

and rfljfl,rAfl^x>ArAijcu larly the reverse . This proves "that 
the coin was struck in a collar d ie which restrained 
the side movement and produced a stronger impression 
form the obverse and reverse dies. It also confirms 
that Variety wars 1-A was not a production coinage but 
were separately made as there was no machinery then 
known which could have continual production without 
removing the coin from the collar after each striking. 

I have no reason to believe that this is a re3triking 
done at a time when collar die procedures were futher 
developed. 



Erie P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 


Coin returned herewith. 






